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ignored. The great leader of the opposition at this period
was the Earl of Chester, Ranulf, a determined opponent of
royal and papal exactions, whose attitude shows very remark-
ably the alteration in the character of the older feudal nobility
produced by the training of Henry II's reign.

II. Hubert de Burgh was dismissed with the greatest in-
gratitude and with his usual meanness by Henry in 1232 : and
with the adoption of Peter des Roches as his prime minister
began the king's earlier series of difficulties with his nobles.
The foreign relations of his mother, and after his marriage
in 1236, those of his wife ; the rapacity of the papal envoys,
and Henry's foolish compliance with all their demands ; and
the expenses incurred in the king's attempts to maintain his
position in continental politics, increased the troubles. The
leader of the opposition now was the earl marshal Richard,
who died in 1234. This was a period of great exactions and
unfeeling tyranny on the king's part ; the period of S. Edmund
and Robert Grosseteste, whose experiences threw the great
body of the clergy into determined opposition to the joint
oppression of king and pope. It was also the period of the
rise of Simon de Montfort. The political history is little more
than a detail of heavy demands for money, ineffectual protests,
and ever-increasing irritation. The king's wisest adviser was
his brother Earl Richard of Cornwall, who was more astute,
more plausible, and probably more honest, certainly much
more able, than Henry. For a great part of the period Henry
acted without the assistance of the regular staff of ministers.
Stephen Segrave, who after the disgrace of Hubert de Burgh
occupied the once great post of Justiciar, was dismissed in
1234, and no successor on the old terms was appointed. The
Chancellor, Ralph Neville, in spite of constant struggles with
the king and practical loss of power, retained his office until
1244 '* after which Henry ruled with no properly constituted
Justiciar, Chancellor, or Treasurer. As the irritation increased,
the absence of these functionaries, who until they were lost